force and the phenomenon of gravitation intheVedasf though a Divine
origin was ascribed to both. He also quotes from a poem, Shirin Ferhad,
which contains passages that refer to the whole cosmic system and the
wonderful principles of harmony that hold it together. For understanding
Hindu astronomy, the Sanskrit works of Parasara, Varaha and Bhaskara
should be translated; but Jones also warns that research in this field
snould be clear enough to distinguish between what was originally
Jndian-whether tn theory or in techniques - and what, after all, was a
foreign importation.

In his magnificent peroration, Jones remarks: "From all the
properties of man and of nature , from all the various branches of
science, from all the deductions of human reason, the general corollary,
admitted by Hindus, Arabs, and Tartars, by Persians and by Chinese, is
the supremacy of an all creating and all-preserving spirit, infinitely wise,
good, and powerful, but infinitely removed from the comprehension
of hss most exalted creatures; nor are there in any language (the ancient
Hebrew always excepted) more pious and sublime addresses to the
being of beings, more splendid enumerations of his attributes, or more
beautiful descriptions of his visible works, than in Arabick, Persian and
Sanscrit, especially in the Koran, the introductions to the poems of
Sadi, Nizami, and Firdausi, the four Vedas and many parts of the
numerous Puranas".34

In the last paragraph of this last discourse, Jones refers to the

inexhaustibility of this field of research, and hopes to end these formal
discourses, and turn to less serious themes, it is a sad irony that the
fates decided things for him, the eleventh discourse was also the last,
and his earthly course was quickly run.

These eleven discourses form a considerable segment of Jones's
work and reveal yet another facet of his many-sided personality. We
are first struck by the Wide sweep of his inquiries, the scope of which
embraces all branches of knowledge and exceeds all geographical
boundaries. The incandescence of a rich humanistic outlook ilumsnes
his discussions, and with a rare capacity for intuitive perception, his
mind is at once able to seize upon the essentials of the subject although
the general detail may not be quite logically built up and even the
evidence may be insufficient-and with a gift of comparison, he views
things in their interrelation and finally gathers them all Into the single
texture of a total vision. No prejudice colours his perception or hinders

M Ibid, p.393
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